
I
t’s a myth that people’s ears aren’t 
trained to hear classical music anymore 
– or that listening to it is somehow a 

stamp of elitism.
Just visit the local movie multiplex. You’ll 

hear classical music – lots of it – issuing like 
a tidal wave from the sound systems in each 
theatre.

If  you’ve paid for a ticket to see any 
superhero epics, action adventures, inter-
galactic fantasies or animated features over 
the last 30 years, your ears are already well-
schooled in music composed and played by 
classically trained-musicians.

Even though film composers have shown 
a tendency to pillage the 19th and early 20th 
century repertoire of such composers as 
Dukas, Ravel, Holst, Richard Strauss and 
Mussorgsky – their work still is a testament 
to the sheer power of classical music to 
inspire emotion and support imagination.

What does this have to do with White 
Rock Concerts – a six-performance 
subscription series of Saturday evening 
concerts at White Rock Baptist Church 
(1657 140 St.) that begins its 2023-24 season 
on Oct. 21?

A great deal, actually. For Semiahmoo 
Peninsula residents – particularly 
students 25 years old and younger who 
are increasingly open to experiencing the 
emotional impact of live classical music –
membership in the White Rock series offers 
the best opportunity for a “toe-in-the-water” 
sampling of some of the most brilliant 
works in the classical repertoire, played by 
some of the finest professional exponents in 
Canada and beyond.

For adults and seniors it works out 
to a very reasonable just-under-$30 per 
concert, while, for students, the rate falls 
dramatically to $10 per performance – and 
all, conveniently, in our own backyard, 
without having to spend more for a trip to 
Vancouver, or even further afield.

As another plus, in the hands of White 
Rock Concerts president John Leighton, 
and artistic directors Elizabeth and Marcel 
Bergmann (The Bergmann Piano Duo), the 
upcoming program continues to explore 
some of the most relatable music in the 
classical repertoire – with at least one of 

the performances this year, featuring the 
Bergmanns, enhanced by the projection of 
“dazzling visuals.”

They’re following a tradition established 
by late series founder George Zukerman, 
who died early this year.

“It’s going to be our first full season 
without George, but his influence is there 
through the whole season,” said Marcel 
Bergmann.

Leighton and both Bergmanns recalled 
the internationally-revered South Surrey 
bassoonist was never averse to programming 
the adventurous, the experimental and the 
little-known, while also ensuring that the 
audience was always provided with an ample 
selection of more readily accessible music.

Well in keeping with this is the first 
concert in the series (Oct. 21) featuring 
world-acclaimed U.S. trio Intersection, a 
virtuoso piano, violin and cello combination 
accustomed, as their name suggests, to 
frequent crossovers between the worlds 
of classical and contemporary music, 

presesented in an atmosphere of playful 
banter.

“They do a blend of trio, duo and solo 
pieces,” Elizabeth Bergmann said, noting 
that the program for the upcoming concert 
includes Ravel’s 1914 piano trio, plus a suite 
from Leonard Bernstein’s West Side Story 
score.

“John Novacek is a fantastic pianist, and 
also an improviser and composer.”

“He’s a great guy and a lot of fun,” 
said Marcel – who added that Novacek 
is also known, outside of the trio, for his 
interpretations of classic ragtime.

“This will make a great kick-off  for the 
season.”

The Nov. 18 concert spotlights another 

internationally renowned virtuoso, pianist/
composer, Stewart Goodyear, who will 
perform all of  Beethoven’s ‘monumental’ 
Diabelli Variations, as well as his own, most 
recent, work, Mending Wall.

“He’s become a Canadian phenomenon,” 
said Elizabeth, noting that Goodyear is also 
celebrated for the feat of performing all 32 
Beethoven sonatas in one day.

On Jan. 27, Cellismo! will present the 
possibilities of  the cello – a beloved 
instrument even in the realms of folk and 
alternative pop – as represented by Cameron 
Crozman, named “Canada’s next big cello 
star” by CBC Music, in combination with 
the John Avison Chamber Orchestra, 
conducted by Leslie Dala.

A program of concerti by Boccherini, 
Haydn and others, it’s probably the most 
traditional concert of the new program, 
Leighton said.

“It’s our one orchestral concert of  the 
season and a very classical concert,” he said.

On Feb. 17, the Vancouver Cantata 
Singers, conducted by Paula Kremer, will 
draw the connection between a visual theme 
and the musical arts with the concert Blue.

Selections will reflect the many shades 
of blue found in nature, from water to 
sea to sky, with matching compositional 
moods – including Standford’s The Bluebird, 
Gorecki’s Wislo Szara and a brand new 
piece commissioned for the ensemble by 
Marcel.

The concept of juxtaposing visual 
elements with highly evocative music will 
continue March 9 with a performance 
of Gustav Holst’s famous The Planets, 
by Percussiano 3 – both Bergmanns at 
the pianos, complemented by dynamic 
percussionist Rod Thomas Squance.

The tremendously varied, almost 
cinematic suite, inspired by the astrological 
character of each planet, was written by 
English composer and instrumentalist Holst 
in 1916, during the dark days of the First 
World War, and is a perfect showcase for 
the many moods, from exuberant to somber 
that classical music can portray.

A flurry of brass notes will usher in the 
season closer, Famous Inspirations, April 
27, with the five-member strong Canadian 
ensemble Buzz Brass (Sylvain Lapointe, 
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Above: Members of the Buzz Brass who will play the 
final concert in the White Rock Concerts six-perfor-
mance subscription concert season. Right: Cameron 
Crozman, named ‘Canada’s next big cello star’ will be 
among guest soloists in the 2023-24 season, supported 
by the John Avison Chamber Orchestra conducted by 
Leslie Dala. (Contributed photos)
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trumpet; Frederic 
Gagnon, principal 
trumpet; Pascal 
Lafreniere, horn; 
Jason De Carufel, 
trombone and 
Sylvain Arseneau, 
bass trombone).

All White 
Rock Concerts 
performances will 
be at 7:30 p.m., with 
doors open at 7 

p.m. – although an 
even earlier arrival 
is recommended to 
ensure best places in 
the festival seating 
plan.

For more 
information 
on the concert 
series, and about 
how to purchase 
memberships, visit 
whiterockconcerts.
com
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It’s time for 

concert season

“Pathbreakers” is the theme 
of the 2023 International South 
Asian Film Festival (iSAFF) 
in Surrey starting 
Thursday, Sept. 28.

Friday night, a 
gala at Surrey City 
Hall celebrates a 
weekend of feature 
films, documentaries, shorts 
and series to be screened at 
Landmark Cinemas in Guild-
ford, a new venue for the fes-
tival, through Sunday, Oct. 1.

In June, Vancouver Inter-

national South Asian Film 
Festival rebranded as iSAFF, 
and this year the festival dates 
were moved from November 
to September.

As always, the focus 
is on South Asian 
stories, artists and 
filmmakers of South 
Asian descent.

The iSAFF aims “to 
help build a stronger 

multicultural society and econ-
omy,” notes a post on the festi-
val website (isaff.ca).

For nine years Mannu Sand-
hu has produced the festival, 

which began as VISAFF in 
2008 with a goal to bridge the 
gap between South Asian film 
talent and mainstream audi-
ences.

“The South Asian diaspora 
has such a big presence now in 
the industry itself,” Sandhu told 
Black Press Media.

“We are growing, and we have 
hired new programmers and 
we have a new artistic director 
(Pulkit Datta), so as a produc-
er, that was the biggest thing I 
wanted to do, which is bring in 
the right people for the festival 
and the right films.”

2023 South Asian film 
festival starts Sept. 28
Tom Zillich

Black Press Media

Full story online at 
peacearchnews.com

http://www.hollywoodcinema.ca/

General after 6pm $10.75
Matinee $9.50
Child (11 under) $9.50

Senior (65+) $9.50
Tuesdays $8.50
**3D $3.00 additional**

SEPT. 29 - OCT. 5

EXPEND4BLES

104 min 14A frequent violence;
coarse language CINEPLEX
4:10, 7:00, Daily
1:40, extra Matinee show
Sat, Sun & Mon
9:15 Extra evening show
Fri, Sat & Sun

PAW PATROL

THE MIGHTY MOVIE

93 min ELEVATION No Passes
5:00, 7:00, Daily
1:00, 3:00, extra Matinee show
Sat, Sun & Mon
9:00 Extra evening show
Fri, Sat & Sun

THE CREATOR

134 min PG violence; coarse
language DISNEY No Passes
4:00, 6:40, Daily
1:15, extra Matinee show
Sat, Sun & Mon
9:20 Extra evening show
Fri, Sat & Sun

DUMB MONEY

105 min 14A coarse & sexual
language ELEVATION
4:20, 6:30 Daily
1:50, extra Matinee show
Sat, Sun & Mon
8:45 Extra evening show
Fri, Sat & Sun

AnglicanChurchof theHolyTrinity
15115RoperAve (atFosterSt.)

www.holytrinitywhiterock.ca

Sunday

Thursday

8:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

9:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist

w/ Children’s Chapel

Find us on Facebook

All Are
Welcome!

https://www.mountolivelutheran.ca/
Worship - 10:15AM

Livestreaming on ourWebsite

2350 148 St. Surrey, 604-536-8527
www.mountolivelutheran.ca

For in Christ Jesus
you are all children of
God through faith.

Gal 3:26

Welcome to the
Mount Olive Family
Pastor Lori-Anne

Worship - 10:15AM

Sunday School - 10:15AM

Livestream link located on the website
For informationpleasecall theParishOffice 604-531-5739 or visit ww.starofthesea.ca

2250—150St., SouthSurrey

Roman Catholic Churches
on the Peninsula

We are a community who follows Jesus Christ
and invites others to do the same.

MASSTIMES

GOODSHEPHERDCHURCH
MON-SAT: 9:00am SAT: 5:00pm(Anticipated)

SUN: 9:00am, 11:00am, 7:00pm
1st FRI: 6:30pm

STAR OF THESEACHURCH
SAT: 8:00am, 4:00pm(Anticipated)

SUN: 10:30am

CONFESSIONTIMES

GOODSHEPHERDCHURCH
WED: 6:30-7:30pm
SAT: 10:00-11:00am

STAR OF THESEACHURCH
SAT: after 8:00amMass
SAT: after 4:00pmMass

GOODSHEPHERDCHURCH STAROF THESEACHURCH
2250—150St., South Surrey 1153 Fir St., White Rock

For Catholic ChildrenK-Gr.7 attending a non-Catholic Elementary school, enroll in
our ParishReligionEducation Program. Register through theparishwebsite or
fromtheParishOffice. Classesare on Thursday evenings6:15pm—7:30pmfrom

September toMay. Registration closesJuly 31.

Announcing our

2023-2024 Season

A classical music series

of six live concerts

featuring prominent

Canadian and

international artists right

here in our community.

No long trips to

downtown Vancouver

and subscriptions at

much lower prices!

Season runs from Oct 21, 2023 to April 17, 2024

All concerts held at 7:30 PM at:

White Rock Baptist Church, 1657 140th Street

Full concert season details and subscription

information, including purchase of subscriptions

online, can be found at:

www.whiterockconcerts.com




