The hopeful sounds of the
new South Africa will be
heard on Friday, May 2, at 8
p.m. when Soweto Sings ap-
pears for White Rock Con-
certs at White Rock Baptist
Church.

It's the final concert for the
1996-97 concert series, but
committee members already
report 30 per cent renewals
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“The sounds of hope

for the longrunning subscrip-
tion series.

The appearance of the 25-
voice African choir, directed
by Enoch Yeni and conducted
by Ntombi Mobassa, is tinged
with sadness — the choir's
founder, Jabulani Mazibuko,
died just as Soweto Sings em~
barked on its Canadian tour.

The choir is dedicating its

SOWETO SINGS: White
Rock Concerts presents
the 25-voice South Afri-
can choir at White Rock
gaptist Church on May
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White Rock performance to |
the memory of Mazibuko, |
who died 10 days short of his
82nd birthday.

Mazibuko, who founded the
choir in 1969 while working as
principal of a Soweto eleme-
nary school, had travelled to
Canada with it for both the
1993 World Symposium of
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Choral Music and for its trium-
phant tour of 1995.

Six weeks before the choir
left for Canada he told friends
he viewed his illness only as
an incobnvenient postpone-
ment of his return.

From his hospital bed he
helped select the program.
Sung in Zulu, Xhosa, Sesotho,

the vibrancy and
warmth of Africa in songs
that recount scenes of brav-

~_Arts & Leisure

ery, sadness, kindness and
love.

Soweto Sings is more than a
touring choir on a visit to a
foreign country far from its
homeland. It is an ensemble
that is determined to prove
that its township of Soweto
can now heal olda:dotmds
through great song, need
not be remembered solely for
its sad history of violence, to-
ture, murder and riots which

accompanied years of Apart-
heid.

among them.

The international success of
the touring choir, an out
growth of the Soweto Teach-
ers Choir, is proof that even
forty years of apartheid could
not kill the music of the tribes.

Mazibuko, born in the Or-
ange Free State, spent most of
his adult life in music and edu-
cation. As principal of an ele-
mentary school in Soweto, he
introduced music into the
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school even though the sub-

ject was specifically excluded
from the curriculum for town-
ship schools during the apart-
heid era.

In spite his lack of formal
training, he was recognized in
his lifetime as the doyen of
South African choral conduc-
tors and musicians.

For further information on
this concert and the White

Rock Concerts series, call
538-2187 or 535-6692.
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